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At first we were puzzled by the red lines running along the edge of the fairways, and why dozens of balls lay unclaimed in
the dry pine straw beyond. But then we spotted the ‘Do not fetch golf balls past this line – there are snakes’ sign, before,
almost on cue, we noticed what looked like a long tube, with brown and white diamonds, coiled around a branch.
”It’s a copperhead; you’ll see them down
here in the summer,” advised Dan, from
New Jersey, on a break with some ‘buddies’.
It was mid-August and we were playing
The Witch, in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina. Blissfully free of any residential
homes or other developments, it is
located a few miles inland, but a world
away from the many endless mini-golf
parks, discount shops and chain hotels
along the Myrtle Beach Strip.
It may be just a short drive from the
beach, but with its moss-covered trees,
wetlands, marshes and constant buzz of

hissing insects, The Witch looks like it has
been dropped in the middle of a Louisiana
bayou. With two contrasting nines – low
and wet, and then woods and mostly dry
– it’s a magical and at times almost
mystical course: I saw snapper turtles,
wild turkeys, deer, woodchucks, squirrels,
and several alligators lounging in the
ponds … and that venomous copperhead.
Those many natural water features are
criss-crossed by more than a mile of
ornate wooden bridges. Oh, and lest I
forget, shaping their way among all the
natural wonders, are 18 fabulous golf

holes, each individually framed and away
from the rest of the course. Coming down
the final hole, a par-four that invites you to
crash your drive up to a hill to leave a
pitching wedge to a small green, you
notice the characteristic clubhouse,
designed in the shape of a witch’s hat.
The fantastical clubhouse design is not
inappropriate, for Myrtle Beach is a kind of
magical parallel universe for golfers, where
there are so many courses you could
easily play a different layout every day for
three months and still have several others
left over for a return visit. It eats up 70

miles of coastline, spilling over into North
Carolina, and several miles inland. Broken
up into several parts – North, Central and
South, etc, – it goes by the collective name
of The Grand Strand and takes more than
an hour to get from head to toe.
Near Little River, in the north of the region,
Tidewater Plantation is both a serious
golfer’s delight and a nature lover’s dream.
Regularly ranked as one of Myrtle Beach’s
finest, it’s the only course designed by tax
attorney Ken Tomlinson. But what a
one-hit wonder! Tidewater is another
course of two distinctly different nines, with
the first holes wending their way through

Tidewater is one of Myrtle Beach’s
finest venues

Myrtle Beach has
courses with bite!
By Steve Hartridge

“There are so many
courses you could easily
play a different layout
every day for three
months”

Barefoot Dye has everything you’d expect
from a Pete Dye design - and more

Snakes alive! The Witch is a course not to
be missed
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the last three holes. All with breathtaking
views of the surrounding water, they add up
to possibly the toughest closing stretch in
the area.

The Fazio course is one of four outstanding
tracks at Barefoot

Further Information
The nearest major airport is CharlotteDouglas into which BA flies from
Heathrow. From there, it’s an easy three-anda-half-hour drive to Myrtle Beach. Alternatively,
fly into Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson – with
BA, KLM or Delta, all from Heathrow – stay
the night in the city, and take the six-hour
drive to Myrtle Beach the next morning.
Myrtle Beach’s regional airport has connecting
flights from many large US cities, including
Fort Lauderdale, Atlantic City, Philadelphia,
Dallas Fort Worth, Chicago O’Hare, New York’s
La Guardia and Newark, Washington Ronald
Reagan and Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson.
The Witch

6,796 yards, par 71
www.witchgolf.com
Tidewater Plantation

7,044 yards, par 72
www.tidewatergolf.com
Glen Dornoch

6,890 yards, par 72
www.glensgolfgroup.com
Barefoot Resort

Norman: 7,035 yards, par 72
Love: 7,047 yards, par 72
Fazio: 6,834 yards, par 71
Dye: 7,343 yards, par 72
www.barefootgolf.com
Wicked Stick

6,886 yards, par 72
www.wickedstick.com
Burning Ridge

6,780 Yards, par 72
www.classicgolfgroup.com

tall pine trees, and the back nine heading
out among the marshes and wetlands of the
Intracoastal Waterway, a 3,000-mile waterway
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the US.
Unusually, for courses in seaside South
Carolina, there’s a range of elevation changes,
which provide great views of saltwater
marsh and ocean inlet on one side of the
course and the Intracoastal Waterway on
the other. The hole that lives longest in the
memory is the 12th, a 189-yard par-three
off the tips, with a carry over marsh and
bunkers surrounding the front and right side
of the green. You can miss left and long, but
the chip shot back will be on to a green that
seems to slope straight into the murky
wetlands. Look out for ospreys, egrets,
herons and other birdlife.
In the same area, Glen Dornoch is architect
Clyde Johnson’s appreciative nod to Donald
Ross and the game’s Scottish roots, but the
course is distinctly Coastal Carolina rather
than Carnoustie. The highest point on the

Another North Myrtle Beach gem is Barefoot,
with four courses. All four – the Norman,
Davis Love III, Fazio and Dye – have recently
installed new greens, but the first three are
that bit more forgiving. Norman incorporated
the Intracoastal Waterway on seven of his
holes and used a “bump-and-run” philosophy
when designing the greens. Expansive
natural waste areas frame the holes as well
as native vegetation.
The Love course is all wide-open fairways
and generous landing areas with five holes
– three through seven – winding through
recreated plantation-house ruins. The
stand-out features on the Fazio are natural
sand dunes and low-country forest. Those
on top of their game will head for the Dye
course which is typical Dye, with endless
water, bunkers and long, wispy native grasses
snaring those off-centre shots.
Dye’s designs are often masterpieces of
trickery. Take the 13th, a 392-yard par-four
that seems simple enough. But what you
can’t see from the tee is that you’ll be hitting
a short-iron approach to the smallest green
on the golf course. The back nine is shorter
but also more demanding – and Dye saves
his best for last. The 471-yard par-four final
hole has omnipresent water on the left and
a string of bunkers down the right.

“The Dye course is typical Dye, with endless water,
bunkers and long, wispy native grasses”
coast is only 45ft, and it’s an area of marsh,
water and centuries-old live oaks and pine
trees. With each hole guarded by trees, the
difficulty level builds slowly until you reach

Honourable mentions include Wicked Stick,
John Daly’s first signature course, and
Burning Ridge. Wicked Stick mixes links
(first 12 holes) and traditional, with open
fairways, sculptured mounds, devilish pot
bunkers and large sand waste areas, with
water on a third of the holes. Quirkily, there
are no bunkers along the fairways, only
guarding the greens.
Burning Ridge (close to The Witch) has
mounded fairways, large cavernous bunkers
– with sand as white as confectionary sugar
– and polished, but receptive, putting
surfaces that have earned the course
several ‘best of’ awards, including ‘South
Carolina Golf Course of the Year’ in 2006.

Magnificent oaks and pines
form the backdrop to the
stunning Glen Dornoch
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TPC of Myrtle Beach

Incidentally, there are local rules pertaining
to snakes, depending on whether they are
dead or alive. The former are considered
‘outside agencies’, from which you can take
relief; the latter are ‘loose impediments’ and
can be moved – if you dare!

.

More than 100 championship courses. And 60 miles of beautiful Carolina coastline.
Affordable rates on accommodations overlooking the beaches and fairways.
Hundreds of great restaurants. And easy-to-book golf packages to satisfy every
budget and expectation.
It’s easy to see why Myrtle Beach, S.C., is where America goes to play! Start planning
your visit today. Request a free online Quick Quote for the best package rates.
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